
The former president of the Korean
Confederation of Trade Unions
(KCTU), Han Sanggyun, is still
serving his threeyear sentence in
Hwasung Correction Centre. Han led
the trade union movement in various
protests and the people’s rally on 14
November 2015 against the
regressive labour reforms under the
former Park Geunhye government.

Despite the repeated calls of
international trade unions, Han was
not included in the special pardon
granted by the Korean President last
December. Instead, on 31 December
2017, the former General Secretary
of KCTU, Lee Youngjoo, was
arrested by the police when she left
the headquarter of the ruling
Democratic Party where she had
been on hunger strike for ten days in

protest of the amendments to the
Labour Standards Act. The police
had also issued an unlimited arrest
warrant for her role in organising the
People’s Mass Mobilisation of
November 14, 2015.

All this is part of a global offensive by
capital against workers. The aim is to
make workers pay for the ongoing
economic crisis and to increase
profits for companies and capitalists.
To defeat this offensive, workers
have to join together globally. Only by
coordinating struggles and
campaigns at an international level
will workers be able to defeat this
offensive. We demand the release of
Han Sang Gyun and the dropping of
charges against all other arrested
labour activists in South Korea.
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